
CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES 
Thursday, June 24, 2021 
6:30 p.m. Remote ZOOM Meeting 
Webinar Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oWrzRxYVR8yc9h8BeA41eA 
 

 
Note:  These are summary minutes; a tape recording of this meeting is on file in Wolcott 
Town Hall. 

 
REGULAR MEETING  
 
Chairman Dennis Cleary called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:35 p.m., with the 
Pledge of Allegiance and attendance was taken. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Dennis Cleary, Patricia Najarian, Angela Sanna, Robert Ficeto, 
Kenneth Wilson, Ryan Pawlak 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Nicole Smart,  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Attorney Brian Tynan 
 
 
 
MINUTES: 
 
Upon MOTION made by Robert Ficeto, seconded by Patricia Najarian, it was 
unanimously voted to accept the Minutes from the 4/29/2021 Public Hearing. 
 
 
Upon MOTION made by Robert Ficeto, seconded by Angela Sanna, it was unanimously 
voted to accept the Minutes from the 4/29/2021 Regular Meeting. 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
. 
Dennis Cleary spoke on a memo sent to this Commission from the Town Council.  One 
Motion was made by the Town Council which suggested we remove the added 
language in Section 105 (b) which would allow an option for digital meetings.  The Town 
Council feels that individuals not spending most of their time in Wolcott would be able to 
participate and vote in meetings.  The concern is that policy could be made and driven 
by people who are not here full time. 
 
Upon MOTION made by Kenneth Wilson, seconded by Angela Sanna, to delete our 
recommended changes in Section 105 (b) pertaining to digital meetings. 
 



Ken Wilson inquired and asked for additional clarity as to why the Town Council was 
against this change.  Dennis spoke about what he had taken from meeting with the 
Town Council and said it was a tri-partisan agreement and recommendation.  The Town 
Council felt that someone could be absent from Wolcott for a number of months a year 
and still serve on a board or commission.     
 
Attorney Tynan also made the recommendation that the suggested revised heading 
also revert back to the original Charter. 
 
 
Upon MOTION to withdraw prior Motion made by Kenneth Wilson, and again seconded 
by Angela Sanna to rephrase. 
 
 
Upon MOTION made by Kenneth Wilson, seconded by Angela Sanna, it was 
unanimously voted to remove all recommended changes in Section 105 and be reverted 
back to the previous Charter. 
 
 
Dennis then spoke on Section 408 (b) Powers of Police and his discussion with both the 
Town Council and the Police Chief.  They both had recommended removing the need 
for the Town Council to approve police department promotions.  Dennis provided some 
history and background as to why this language was in the Charter, and why they 
recommended this change. 
 
Ken Wilson asked for some clarification on behalf of the candidate for promotion.  He 
wanted to be sure that should there be a conflict or disagreement, they would be able to 
escalate the issue and file a grievance.  Dennis did confirm that they would have the 
ability to do so per union contract. 
 
Upon MOTION made by Kenneth Wilson, seconded by Ryan Pawlak, it was 
unanimously voted to delete the end of the sentence “and approval of the Town 
Council.” in Section 408 (b). 
 
Dennis then referenced Section 423 Commission on Special Needs, the size of said 
Commission and his conversation with the longstanding Chairperson Gloria Clair.  
Gloria likes to have the 15 members as it involves more people.  This is especially true 
when they need the manpower for special games.  However, she stated that they do not 
need three specific members (the Mayor, the Police Chief, and Director of Health) who 
can be removed.  As much as they are supportive, there is no reason for them to 
continue to serve on the board.   
 
 
Upon MOTION made by Kenneth Wilson, seconded by Patricia Najarian, it was 
unanimously voted to delete the language in Section 423 “the Mayor, the Police Chief, 
and Director of Health, or the Executive Director of the Health District in which the Town 
of Wolcott is a member whichever the case may be shall serve as exofficio members 
with voting power.” 
 
 



Dennis spoke on a technical cleanup with Section 704 (g) to add after the 5th word in the 
1st sentence the word “cumulative”, and change $50,000.00 to $100,000.00.  The 
change in dollar amounts makes it consistent with all other subdivision changes.   
 
Upon MOTION made by Patricia Najarian, seconded by Kenneth Wilson, it was 
unanimously voted in Section 704 (g) to insert the word “cumulative” in the phrase 
“cumulative total of all additional appropriations”, and remove the [$50,000.00] and 
insert $100,000.00 to be consistent with all other sub section changes.  
 
 
Upon MOTION made by Kenneth Wilson, seconded by Patricia Najarian, it was 
unanimously voted to approve and make all changes previously approved by the 
Charter Revision Commission to the Charter and transmit to the Town Council. 
 
 
Additional detailed discussion on the time lines for submission, final approvals, 
referendum, and State Statute timelines.  Coordination between Charter clerk and Town 
Council clerk to submit product for publishing will move forward after meeting. 
  
 
Robert Ficeto expressed his disdain for the first motion and feels that an increasing 
amount of people are unable to attend meetings.  He wants to see new blood on 
commissions and allow an option for those who are either absent or are away at school.  
He wants to see more participation in meetings and will continue to advocate for this. 
 
Dennis closed the meeting thanking all members for their work on this Commission in 
which all other members conveyed the same sentiment. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 
 
Upon MOTION by Kenneth Wilson, seconded by Robert Ficeto, it was unanimously 
voted to ADJOURN the Regular Meeting at 7:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


