ORDINANCE #92

ORDINANCE CONCERNING DELINQUENT TAXES
AND DENIAL OF PERMITS, TOWN CONTRACTS AND VENDOR PAYMENTS

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town Wolcott, in a meeting duly
assembled, that the following ordinance is adopted:

FREAMBLE

The purpose of the following Ordinance is to establish fair and equitable guidelines for alf
taxpayers and to aid in the efficient operation of municipal government and its agencies within
the Town of Woicott. It is the intent of the Town of Wolcott that all taxes must be paid in full
before any Contract is awarded, permits are issued, or vendors are paid. it is not the intent of
this Ordinance to punish or penalize any taxpayer but rather to be fair to all paying taxpayers by
encouraging the payment of outstanding taxes.

SECTION 1:

For the purpose of this ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:

a) “Delinquent amounts” shall refer to any delinquent real or personal property taxes,
any delinqguent sewer assessments or usage charges, or any delinquent water
assessments or usage charges, and any interest, fees and charges thereon.

b) "Person’ shall mean any individual, firm, company, lirmited liability company,
partnership, association, society, corporation, group, or other entity or any officer,
director, member {managing or otherwise), stockholder, agent, or partner of said
firm, company, limited {iability company, partnership, association, society,
carporation, group or other entity.

SECTION 2:

(A) No official or agent of the Town of Wolcott, or any member of any board,
office, department, commission or agency thereof shall issue a certificate of occupancy,
zoning, building, inland wetlands, driveway or any other permit for the use of or
improvements to real property to any owner thereof or other applicant from whom any
definguent amounts are owed to the Town of Wolcott or for any real property for which
any delinquent amounts are owed to the Town, except as provided in Section 4 below.

(B) At the time any such application for a certificate or permit is filed, the
applicant shall submit to the appropriate Town Official having authority to issue such
certificate or permit, sufficient written evidence from the Wolcott Tax Collector that there
are no delinquent amounts due to the Town from the owner of the real property for which
said application is made and from the applicant if other than the owner.

(C) This section shall not be deemed to apply to those applications for permits
which involve repair or construction work ordered by a public agency or for emergency
work to be perfarmed for public heaith and/or safety concerns, nor shall it apply to those
applicants who are making improvements to their real property with loans or grants
received under any State and/or Federal rehabilitation programs.
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SECTION 3:

No payment shall be made by the Treasurer of the Town of Wolcott or by any
other Town Official, department head, employee, board, commission or agency to any
person who has sold goods or provided services to the Town or to any board, office,
department, commission or agency thereof, if, at the time said payment is due, it is
determined that said person owes delinquent amounts to the Town, provided that no
such payment to be withheld shall exceed the delinquent amounts owed at the time of
the withholding. Any such sums withheld pursuant to this section shail be paid to the
Tax Collector and applied against the outstanding delinquent amounts owed by such
person, first to any outstanding interest, fees and charges and then to the outstanding
principal balance. This section shall not apply to the payment of wages to employees of
the Town of Wolcott, or any board, office, department, commission, or agency thereof.

SECTION 4:

(A) Notwithstanding anything provided hereinbefore to the contrary, no certificate
or permit under Section 2 hereof shall be withheld if the person owing said delinquent
amounts has entered into a written agreement with the Town of Wolcott, by and through
the Wolcott Tax Collector, which shall provide for an immediate payment to the Town of
all outstanding interest, fees and charges included in said delinquent amounts and at
least one half of the principal balance owed, and a payment plan requiring the balance of
said delinquent amounts to be paid in equal monthly installments over a period of no
greater than twenty-four months from the date of said agreement. In the event any
person owing delinquent amounts is unable to enter into such agreement with the Tax
Collector as a result of severe financial hardship, such person rnay propose to said Tax
Collector an alternate method for paying said delinquent amounts which, if acceptable to
the Tax Collector, shall be subject to the approval of the Town Council. In either event,
interest shall continue to accrue on said delinquent amounts at the rate allowed by law.
Any such payment agreement shall be in addition to, and not in lieu of, any and all other
collection methods and remedies available to the Tax Collector as allowed by law.

(B} In the event any person enters into a written agreement with the Tax
Coliector as provided hereinbefore, or proposes an alternate method of paying said
delinquent amounts which proposal is acceptable to the Tax Collector and approved by
the Town Council, proof of any such agreement or approval shall be delivered to the
appropriate Town Official having autharity to issue such certificate or permit prior to the
issuance of such certificate or permit.

(C) The exception provided in paragraph (A) of this section and any agreement
entered into pursuant thereto shall be for the sole purpose of allowing a person owing
delinquent amounts to obtain a certificate or permit and shall not in any way constitute,
or to be construed to constitute, an agreement by the Town of Wolcott or the Tax
Collector to forebear the collection of said delinquent amounts during the period of the
approved monthly payment plan. The Tax Coilector shall continue to have the right to
exercise all powers allowed by law to collect said delinquent amounts sooner than set
forth in said agreement and at no time shall the Town be required to stay or forestall any
other collection methods or remedies during such period.

SECTION 5:

If the "Person” as defined in Section 1 (b) owes any money to the Town of
Wolcott, said person shall be deemed ineligible to bid any municipal project until such
time as payment is made or arrangements are made in accordance with Section 4 (C)
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SECTION 6:

The Treasurer and Tax Collector of the Town of Wolcott shall coordinate their
activities so that the purpose and intent of this ordinance may be carried out. All other
officials, department heads and employees of the Town shall coordinate their activities
with those of the Tax Collector and Treasurer in a like manner.

SECTION 7:

Any person entering into any contract with the Town of Woicott or doing business
with the Town shall be deemed to have expressly consented and agreed to the terms of
Section 3 of this ordinance which terms shall become an integral part of the contract or
agreement between such person and the Town, even if not specifically set forth in said

contract or agreement.

SECTION 8:

All invitations to bid extended to prospective bidders in the award of municipal
contracts subject to the public bidding procedure provided in Section 707 (c) of the Town
of Wolcott Charter shall include a reference to this ordinance provided, however, that the
failure of any invitation to bid to include such reference shali in no way affect the validity

of the invitation or the applicability of this ordinance.
SECTION 8:

If any provision of this ordinance is declared invalid, the remaining provisions
hereof shall continue in full force and effect.

SECTION 10:

The ordinance entitled "Ordinance Concerning Delinquent Taxes and Denial of
Permits, Town Contracts, and Vendor Payments", (#77), which was enacted by the
Town Council on April 16, 1996 is hereby repealed on the effective date of this
ordinance (#92).

This ordinance was approved at a Regular Meeting by the Wolcott Town Council on
September 2, 2008 and becomes effective on September 26, 2008.
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Thomas G. Dunn, Mayor Mark Wagner, Chairrhan
Town of Wolcott Wolcott Town Council
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CERTIFICATION

|, Dolores C, Slater, Town Clerk for the Town of Wolcott, do hereby certify that the above is a
true and correct copy of Ordinance #92 adopted by the Town Council at its regular meeting on
September 2, 2008 in which a quorum was present and acting throughout and that the
ordinance has not been madified, rescinded, or revoked and is at present in full force and effect.

DaeowsC Lopgtn. 9-3-2008

‘Dolores C. Slater, Town Clerk Date

Public Hearing Date: September 2, 2008
Approv'ed by Town Council: September 2, 2008

Date Published: September 5, 2008

Effective Date: September 26, 2008
(21 days after publication)

(SEAL)
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