WOLCOTT TOWN COUNCIL
Regular Meeting

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Council Chambers, Wolcott Town Hall
7:30 p.m.

Page 1 of 7

MINUTES

Chairman Valletta called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of
Allegiance, and attendance was taken.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman David Valletta, Vice-Chairman Gale Lanza
Mastrofrancesco, Joseph Del Buono, Francis Masi, Rachel Wisler, Roger Picard,
Jeffrey Slavin, Charles Marsella and Donald Charette Sr.

MEMBERS ABSENT: None

ALSO PRESENT: Mayor Thomas G. Dunn; Linda Bruce, Municipal Finance Officer:
Town Attorney Brian Tynan; Attorney Michael Tansley, Cicchetti, Tansley &
McGrath, LLP; Ronald Cordeau, Chairman, Parks & Recreation & Acquired
Facilites Commission; Robert Larson, Farmingbury Hills Golf Commission
Chairman; Paul Garland, Farmingbury Hills Golf Commission Member & Treasurer:
James Paolino, Sewer & Water Commission Chairman: Phil Olmstead, Sewer &
Water Administrator: et al.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

= Regular Meeting - April 7, 2015

Upon MOTION by Donald Charette, seconded by Gale Mastrofrancesco, it was
unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on April 7,
2015.

TAXPAYERS' TIME: (Limited to Items on the Agenda)

No taxpayers came forward.

CORRESPONDENCE (on file):

1. Letter dated April 14" from Board of Ethics Chairman Nicole Grant
regarding an upcoming term expiration

2. Letter dated April 16" from Mayor Dunn recommending an appointment of
an Alternate Member to the Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission

Board of Education Year to Date Budget Report dated 3-31-15

4. Town of Wolcott Expenditure Report, Revenue Report, & Trial Balance, for
month ending 03-31-15
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MAYOR’S REPORT:

Mayor Dunn came forward and reported the following:

e He would like to recognize all of the first responders involved in two recent
incidents; two young girls were missing and found safely; also, there was a
structure fire with a woman trapped inside the house; she was rescued just
in time

e On Saturday many of the cadets and first responders were out helping to
collect food for the Food Pantry

e Road projects will be starting; Chasse Road will be the main focus right now

A brief question and answer period followed during which Mayor Dunn noted that
the pavilion issue at Woodtick Recreation Area is still not resolved. Their insurance
company visited the area also. He will have more information tomorrow and will
advise at a later date. Brief discussion followed.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT:

Chairman Valletta advised that Linda Bruce does not have a report this evening.

SUB-COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS:

There were no reports.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

There was no unfinished business.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Discussion & Possible Action on Approval of Appointment of Alternate
Member to the Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission

Upon MOTION by Charles Marsella, seconded by Jeffrey Slavin, it was unanimously
voted to approve the appointment of Jared Kosky — D, as recommended by the
Mayor, as an Alternate Member to the Inland Wetland & Watercourses Commission.
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2. Department Budget Presentations for Fiscal Year 2015-
2016

» Parks & Recreation & Acquired Facilities Commission: Dept. 521
& Dept. 30 (proposed budget attached)

Ronald Cordeau came forward, at which time a general question and answer period
transpired regarding the following:

e Five Year Plan: Frisbie Field: $50,000 in possible grant money would be used to
resurface the field

e With respect to the addition of another baseball diamond at Frisbie, it was noted
that there are no funds for field improvements at this time

e They will be spending the $2,000 from the Fish Stocking line item this year

Dept. 521 Park & Recreation

The following line items were referenced and clarification was provided:

Revenue Budget: #523 Park & Recreation Fees: Recommended $17,000: these
are fees collected for all of the Park & Recreation programs that are run throughout
the year.

Revenue Budget: #524 Pavilion: Recommended $1,500: these are fees collected
for pavilion rentals at Peterson Park.

#5820 Program Support: no increase: this line item was combined with line item
#5810; these are funds that are disbursed to various sports organizations and
programs in town to supplement their budgets.

#7300 Capital Outlay: no increase: in case a need for a miscellaneous capital item
purchase comes up.

Dept. 30 Acquired Facilities

The following line items were referenced and clarification was provided:

#3200 Legal & Consulting: no increase: to pay for anticipated attorney fees if
needed; there are some upcoming leases to negotiate.

#8190 In Kind Services: no increase: pays for Town services.
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#8181 Picnic Refunds: no increase: the return of security deposits made for
Woodtick Recreation Area pavilion rental; security deposits are required to cover
cancelations, damage, etc.

= Farmingbury Hills Golf Commission: Dept. 31 (proposed budget
attached)

Robert Larson and Paul Garland came forward. Mr. Larson spoke about the
opening of the golf course, tournaments, specials, etc. Mr. Larson advised that this
is their standard operating budget, and added that their expenses have increased;
everything is just more expensive.

A general question and answer period was held during which the following was noted:

e Groupon sales: Mr. Garland spoke at length as to how the program works; it has

been extremely beneficial bringing in new customers from different areas to the

golf course

They have done a fremendous amount of advertising and promotion

The luncheon special has been doing very well

They have a significant increase in their league membership this year

Budget has increased by $34,000 due to an overall increase in expenses, e.g.,

supplies, equipment, and maintenance

e Cart rental fees are less than greens fees because not everyone rents a cart;
some golfers like to walk the course

e Approximately 28,000 rounds of golf have been played this year; however, the
fiscal year does not end until June 30

¢ The restaurant is doing very well

e The crew takes excellent care of all of their equipment; they get as much life out
of all of their equipment as possible

The following line items were referenced and clarification was provided:

#1140 Wages - Operations: $16,600 increase: this pays for about 30 months of
negotiated wage increases; however, it needs to be netted with the $10,915
decrease in line item #8997 Operating Reserve.

#8167 Equipment Lease: $13,757.07 increase: this line item covers lease
payments for new equipment one of which is for a Pro Sprayer; they are in dire need
of it; it is one of their most important pieces of equipment; their current sprayer is 22
years old; it had been rebuilt numerous times; they paid $9,000 for it 22 years ago;
the cost now is $30,000.
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Mr. Picard inquired how long Mr. Larson has been a member of the Commission, at
which time Mr. Larson noted that he’s been on it for 21 years. Mr. Picard thanked
him for his service.

* Sewer & Water: Dept. 35 & Dept. 36 (proposed budgets attached)

James Paolino and Phil Olmstead came forward, at which time Mr. Paolino advised
that their proposed budgets are very similar to the past several budgets. The only
increases in their budgets are contractual obligations and utilities. Their budget is
different than most of the other budgets due to the fact that they provide a service
which they are charged for by the City of Waterbury. They are charged for the
purchase of water and the disposal of sewage. The rates vary from year to year; it
is difficult to predict what the costs will be. He added that the departments are
running very well and are doing outstanding work. Their sewer system is maintained
at the highest possible standards. He is extremely proud if the staff, they are a small
staff and do an exceptional job.

A general question and answer period was held during which the following was
noted:

= Debt Collection: for a great number of years there was not too much done
with bad debt; they have pursued several avenues to find the best possible
solution to collection without hurting property owners; the current Tax
Collector has helped with a very successful solution that affects both the
town and the department so that they can handle their systems in an
identical manner.

= Future sewer and water line projects: Neither the Sewer & Water Dept. nor
the Town decides how expansion works; it is up to the residents of each
area to request water or sewers and agree that they want to encumber the
cost for the project. The first step is to determine availability; it must be
determined if it is physically possible to connect and do they have the
capacity. The next step is that a majority of the residents of the area must
agree to pay for the installation or else they can’t move forward; they have
no Capital Outlay in their budget to put in a line. They are not allowed to
use revenue in their budget to pay for water or sewer lines; State law does
not allow for that. Clinton Hill is presently going through this process; they
have expressed that there are failing septic systems up there.

= They have numerous contracts with the City of Waterbury, however, the
costs and/or increases are not stated; the costs are retroactive; the Town
has to pay its percentage of the bill after the fact.

= Lien fees are charged on water bills starting with the first day you are late;
from the audience Town Attorney Tynan noted that State Statute dictates
this.
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The following line items were referenced and clarification was provided:

= Dept. 35-Sewer: #4100 Electricity: $1,423 increase: this line doesn't just
pay for regular electrical in the office; it also covers the cost for electricity for
three pump stations.

= Dept. 35-Sewer: #4110 Sewer Usage: $70,000 increase: estimation of
anticipated increase in usage costs.

ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA:

Chairman Valletta advised that if anyone has any items please contact the
Chairman or the Secretary.

TAXPAYERS' TIME:

No taxpayers came forward.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Upon MOTION by Jeffrey Slavin, seconded by Joseph Del Buono, it was
unanimously voted at 8:30 p.m. to take a two minute recess and then enter in
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing Pending Claims & Litigation
Matters and inviting Town Attorney Brian Tynan, Attorney Michael Tansley, and
Mayor Dunn.

Chairman Valletta called the regular session back to order at 9:27 p.m.

Upon MOTION by Joseph Del Buono, seconded by Jeffrey Slavin, it was
unanimously voted to add to the agenda two settlement matters.

e Thompson Pump vs. Northeast Diving Services
Upon MOTION by Gale Mastrofrancesco, seconded by Donald Charette, it was
unanimously voted to settle the matter of Thompson Pump vs. Northeast Diving
Services and the Town of Wolcott for the sum of $5,000.00.

¢ Heart & Hypertension Workers’ Compensation Claim
Upon MOTION by Gale Mastrofrancesco, seconded by Jeffrey Slavin, it was voted,

by a majority, to authorize the Mayor to enter into a-final settlement with David
Marinelli regarding his Heart & Hypertension Workers’ Compensation Claim for the
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payment of $90,000.00 subject to such terms and conditions as to be determined by
the Mayor, with one opposition from Joseph Del Buono.

ADJOURNMENT:

Upon MOTION by Joseph Del Buono, seconded by Donald Charette, it was
unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m.

APPROVED:

Elizabeth Gaudiosi, Secretary David Valletta, Chairman
WOLCOTT TOWN COUNCIL WOLCOTT TOWN COUNCIL



THaoMas G. Dunn
MAYOR

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

TOWN OF WOLCOTT

April 16, 2115

Chairman David Valletta
Wolcott Town Council
10 Kenea Ave

Wolcott, CT 06716

Dear Chairman Valletta,

I am recommending the appointment of Jared Kosky-D as an Alternate to the Inland Wetlands &
Watercourses Commission.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

__—
i —

Thomas G. Dunn
Mayor, Town of Wolcott

Cc: Wolcott Town Council Members

10 Kenea AvENUE ® WoLcoTT, ConNEcTICUT 06716 ¢ PronNE: (203) 879-8100 e Fax: (203) 879-1542
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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